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Thank you to the brave men who 

so valiantly fought for our 

freedom and the brave nurses 

who cared for our wounded.  We 

honour those who have and 

continue to protect our rights and 

freedom. 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks still bravely singing fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead: Short days ago, 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved: and now we lie 

In Flanders fields! 

Take up our quarrel with the foe 
To you, from failing hands, we throw 
The torch: be yours to hold it high 
If ye break faith with us who die, 

We shall not sleep,  
though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields 

 

The History of CAMC – World War I 
 

 

More than 3,000 nurses served in the Canadian Army Medical 
Corps (CAMC), including 2,504 overseas. Nicknamed “bluebirds” 
because of their blue uniforms and white veils, Canada’s Nursing 
Sisters saved lives by assisting with medical operations and by 
caring for convalescing soldiers.   
 

Canadian military nurses were trained nurses before the war.  The 
average age was 24 and almost all were single women. Many 
had brothers or fathers serving in the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. All were volunteers and there was never a shortage of 
candidates willing to serve. 
 

The CAMC was officially established in 1908, with five permanent 
members by the start of the First World War. In August 1914, 
the Matron-in-Chief, Major Margaret Macdonald, received 
permission to enlist 100 nurses. Almost all were drawn from 
hospitals, universities, and medical professions from across 
Canada and the United States. 
 

Nurses did not work in the front-line trenches, although they 
were often close to the front. As patients arrived by truck or rail, 
the nurses were among the first to meet wounded soldiers, 
cleaning wounds and offering comfort. They assisted in surgery 
and often had primary responsibility for cleaning post-surgical 
wounds and watching for secondary infections. Nurses cared for 
wounds daily, bandaging and re-bandaging injuries and ensuring 
that oxygen entered wounds to destroy the anaerobic infections 
that could result in a patient’s painful death. They served in 
several theatres of war outside the Western Front, including 
Gallipoli, Egypt, and Salonika. 
 

Of the 2,504 Canadian nurses who served overseas, 53 were 
killed from enemy fire, disease, or drowning during the war. On 
two occasions in 1918, Canadian hospitals in Europe were hit by 
enemy bombers and several nurses were killed in the line of duty. 
On 27 June 1918, a German U-Boat torpedoed and sank the 
Canadian hospital ship, the Llandovery Castle. All 14 nurses on 
board were killed. 
 

Nurses returned from overseas with refined medical skills that 
infused their profession with new medical techniques and a 
heightened sense of legitimacy. They had won the affection of 
thousands of Canadian soldiers who often referred to them as 
“Sisters of Mercy” or “Angels of Mercy.”  
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Navigating Medical Emergencies – 
An Interactive Guide to Patient Management. 
 
The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of Canada is very pleased to announce the final 
two Airway chapters are complete and now 
officially released on the site. To date the RCPSC 
has managed to accumulate 7500+ unique users 
from over 90 countries around the world!  View 
the finalized NavME eBook.  
 
Thank you to the following CACCN members 
for their contributions to the NavME eBook: 
 

• Renee Chauvin (ON) 

• Sandra Goldsworthy (AB) 

• Teddie Tanguay (AB) 

• Brandi Vanderspank-Wright (ON) 

• Karen Webb-Anderson (NS) 

 
 

 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
 

 
 

1. WFPICCS - OPEN Pediatrics -  Quick Concept 
Videos  
 

2. WFCCN – Clinical Guidelines 
 

3. Canadian Critical Care Society: Articles and 
Guidelines 
 

4. AACN:  Bold Voices 
 

5. Medical Assistance in Dying – Online Learning 
Modules available 
 

6. Cannabis: Information resources available  
 

7. Canadian Virtual Hospice:  resources available 
 

8. AACN Critical Care Newsline:  
Haloperidol and Ziprasidone for Treatment of 
Delirium in Critical Illness;  
 
Risks of Benzodiazepines in Chronic 
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease with Comorbid 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 
 
Impact of Nurses Taking Daily Work Breaks in a 
Hospital Garden on Burnout 

 

Educational Resources* 
 

 

Click the box to get started 
 

* provision of educational links does not constitute endorsement. 

 

 

 
 

 
Brant Community Healthcare System 

and Interior Health 
 

They have what you are looking for! 
 
 
 

http://navme.royalcollege.ca/ebook-e-prod/EN/
https://www.openpediatrics.org/collection/quick-concepts
https://www.openpediatrics.org/collection/quick-concepts
https://wfccn.org/clinical-guidelines/
http://www.canadiancriticalcare.org/Articles-&-Reports
http://www.canadiancriticalcare.org/Guidelines
https://www.aacn.org/education/publications/bold-voices
https://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/policy-advocacy/palliative-and-end-of-life-care/medical-assistance-in-dying
https://www.cna-aiic.ca/en/policy-advocacy/cannabis
http://www.mygrief.ca/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1808217
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1808217
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/10.1513/AnnalsATS.201802-145OC
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/10.1513/AnnalsATS.201802-145OC
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/10.1513/AnnalsATS.201802-145OC
http://ajcc.aacnjournals.org/content/27/6/508.abstract?sc_camp=45B1E5FB55EE4BB9BB27850EEEA989C9
http://ajcc.aacnjournals.org/content/27/6/508.abstract?sc_camp=45B1E5FB55EE4BB9BB27850EEEA989C9
http://go.pardot.com/e/68802/skillportfe-login-action/clnm57/660905426
https://www.caccn.ca/dynamic-career-connections/index.html
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DYNAMICS OF CRITICAL CARE™ 2019 

 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
 

Online Submission System 

now open 
 

Submission Deadline 

January 5, 2019 
 

Start planning now! 

www.caccn.ca 

 

 
 

 

November 
 

November 1:  Dynamics 2019 Call for Abstracts opened 

November 11: Remembrance Day (office closed November 12) 

November:    Cdn Journal of Critical Care Nursing Winter  
 

December 
 

December 21:  Office closes for holidays 

December 25:  Christmas Day 

December 26:  Boxing Day 
 

January 
 

January 2:    Office reopens  

January 5:    Dynamics 2019 Call for Abstracts deadline 

January 31:      Education Award deadline 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Nurses Association:  Position statement Interprofessional 
Collaboration  Deadline: December 14 

 
Alberta Nurses:  Watch for an email next week to participate in the Alberta 
Novice Critical Care Nurse Survey 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.caccn.ca/events/dynamics-2019/index.html
www.caccn.ca
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DPBDN96
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DPBDN96
https://twitter.com/CACCN1
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P O Box 25322 
London, ON 

N6C 6B1 
 

866-477-9077 
caccn@caccn.ca  
www. caccn.ca 

 
Office hours:   

Monday to Friday 
0800 – 1600 hrs EST 

Canada’s Nursing Sisters – World War II 
 

 

After Germany’s invasion of Poland in September 1939, 
Canada again found itself thrust into a world conflict and 
again the Nursing Sisters answered the call of duty. This 
time, however, the nursing service was expanded to all 
three branches of the military: navy, army and air force. 
Each branch had its own distinctive uniform and working 
dress, while all wore the Nursing Sisters’ white veil.  With 
the average age of 25, by war's end 4,480 Nursing 
Sisters had enlisted, including: 3,656 with the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps, 481 with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force Medical Branch, and 343 with the 
Royal Canadian Naval Medical Service. 
 

The army sisters, after training in Canada, were the first 
to go overseas. With the soldiers going overseas, the 
sisters travelled by ship in large convoys, running the 
perilous gauntlet of German submarine action in the 
North Atlantic. Upon arrival in England, they worked in 
the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps’ hospitals.  
 

After three years in England, Nursing Sisters were sent 
into action on the continent. Donning battle dress, steel 
helmets and backpacks, No. 1 Canadian General Hospital 
arrived in Sicily, the first women to land in the Eighth 
Army area. As in the First World War, Nursing Sisters 
faced many dangers and obstacles in trying to provide 
medical care in the battle zone.  
 

As the medical units followed the front north through 
Italy, they were frequently within range of enemy guns 
and subject to shelling. Enemy action kept Nursing Sisters 
extremely busy.  
 

With the end of the war in Europe, the medical units 
gradually disbanded. Some of the Nursing Sisters as well 
as other personnel stayed on with the Army of Occupation 
to care for both military and civilian prisoners of war 
being released from the horrors of the camps. 
 

By the end of the Second World War, 3,649 Nursing 
Sisters had served in the Army, 481 in the Air Force and 
343 in the Navy.  No account of military service in the 
Second World War would be complete without mention of 
the contribution made by the four special branches of the 
nursing service—the Physiotherapists, Occupational 
Therapists, Dietitians and Home Sisters. Also, the sisters 
who served on the hospital trains returning the wounded 
to destinations across Canada. 
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British Columbia: 
Fall Innovation Roundtable 
November 15, 2018 
Registration information:  click here 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.caccn.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canadian-Association-of-Critical-Care-Nurses-National/121001477977759
https://www.caccn.ca/chapters/bc/chapter-educational-events.html

